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EXECUTIVE REPORT 
REEL L LLL LEEDS 


MEETINGS: 


The Executive met on September 1, October 6 and November 4. 


MEMBERSHIP: 


One member died, and eight new members were elected. As at 
November 4 there were 412 members, of whom 15 were unfinancial for 
1969 and 1970, and 71 uwnfinancial for 1970. Membere are reminded that 
Volume 9 No. 3 of the Journal. will not be mailed to them tf their 
subscriptions remain unpatd by December 31. 


Distribution of membership by States was: 


N.S.W. 88 Qid, 63. - A.C.T. 62 

Vic. 60 S.A. 26 Tas. 16 

Det ell els 20 News 1 W.A. el 
Overseas 35 


JOURNAL: 


Under the new postal regulations which came into force on 
October 1, the Society has until the end of this year to increase the 
frequency of publication of the Journal to a minimum of four issues per 
year, or suffer its deregistration for postage as a periodical. As 
deregistration would result in an extremely steep increase in mailing 
costs, the Executive, in consultation with the Hon. Editor and Business 
Manager, has decided that quarterly publication will commence in 1971. 
It has always been the Society's aim to produce a quarterly Journal, and 
this would’ probably have become necessary within several years to provide 
for the increasing flow of manuscripts submitted for publication. The 
Executive regards the change to quarterly publication in 1971, coming so 
soon after the change from two to three issues per annum, as premature. 
Submissions to the Postmaster-General's Department for an extension of time 
have been rejected, and a sudden increase in publishing frequency (which 
will mean added work for the Hon. Editor and Hon. Business Manager) is the 
only solution to the pressure brought to bear on this, and on all other 
scientific societies, by the Postmaster-General's Department. 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS: 


Comments have now been received from Councillors on draft 
documents circulated to them. Following several minor amendments, these 
will be duplicated and sent to all members early in 1971. 
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SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES: 


In August, a small number of major business firms were 
invited to become Sustaining Associates of the Society. The 
response has been most gratifying, and the names of eight Associates 
are listed for the first time on the inside front cover of this 
News Bulletin. 


Sustaining Associates receive copies of the Journal 
and News Bulletin, and are entitled to send delegates to all general 
and scientific meetings of the Society, Such delegates have all 
the rights of ordinary members save that of election to the Executive. 


Sustaining Associates pay an annual subscription of not 
less than $50.00. A substantial portion of this: sum is allocated 
to the Publication Account, and another portion to a special 
account designed to meet perti¢uler needs as they arise, ¢€.g., support 
for congresses or meetings, student prizes, etc. 


The Executive welcomes the Society's first Associates, and 
hopes that personal. contacts between their delegates and other 
members of the Society will lead to an improved liaison between 
industry and research. 


HONORARY MEMBER: 


The Executive is pleased to announce that Council has 
elected Dr. John W. Evans an Honorary Member of the Society. A 
brief account of Dr. Evans' contributions to entomology and to the 
Society is given elsewhere in this News Bulletin. 


Members will be interested to know that Dr. Evans is the 
second of our members to be honoured in this way. The first was 
Dr. I.M. Mackerras, elected an Honorary Member at the 3rd Annual 
General Meeting in 1969. 


THE SCIENCES CLUB: 


The Executive has been asked to give publicity to this 
Club which has premises in the.National Science Centre at 191 Royal 
Parade, Parkville, Victoria. We draw the attention of members who 
live in Melbourne to this Club: for information about it, and for 
membership application forms, they should get in touch with the 
Regional Councillor, Mr. G.P. Shelden, c/= Victorian Plant Research 
Institute, Swan Street, Burnley, Victoria, 3121. 


‘DEATHS 


* 


Mr. P. Brown, 46 Pilliga Street, Virginia, Queensland, 4013. 
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NEW MEMBERS 


HONORARY MEMBER: 


Dr. J.W. Evans, 47 Bundarra Road, Bellevue Hill, 
N.S.W. 2083. 


ORDINARY MEMBERS: 
ELected 1.9.70 


Mr. G.A. Holloway, Australian Museum, College Street, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 2000, 


Mr. E, Little, P.O. Box 45, Richmond, Victoria, 3121. 
Dr. J.N.L. Stibick, C/- D.A.S.F., Konedobu, T.P.N.G. 
ELected 6.10.70. 


Dr. W. Danthanarayana, Department of Zoology, La Trobe 
University, Bundoora, Victoria, 3083. 


Mr. H. Frauca, P.O. Box 424, Bundaberg, Queensland, 4670. 


Dr. D.H. Kemp, Division of Animal Health, CSIRO, P.B. No. 3, 
Indooroopilly, Queensland, “4068. 


Mr. M.B. Malipatil, Department of Entomology, University of 
Queensland, St. Lucia, Queensland, 4067. 


‘Dr. T.R. New, Department of Zoology, La Trobe pia Mer abt 
Bundoora, Victoria, 3083. 


Elected 4.11.70 


Mr. K.J. Ferguson, 33 Margaret Street, Southport, 
Queensland, 4215. 


Mr. E.L. Jones, 103 Palm Avenue, Leeton, N.S.W. 2705. 
Mr. I.M. Cook, 5 Seaview Road, Yeppoon, Queensland, 4703. 


Mr. C.F.H. Jenkins, 15 Labouchere Road, South Perth, 
W.A. 6151. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
RELL LL LELLLEPLL ELSA 


(State of previous restdence shown in brackets) 


Dr. L.R.G. Cannon, Dept. of Biological Sciences, University of 
California, Santa Barbara, Goleta, Calif. 93106, U.S.A. (Canada). 
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Mr. P.H. Colman, 8 Ocean REI Collaroy, N.S.W. 2097. 
(N.S.W.). 


Mr. L.R. Greenup, 24 Scarlet Ash Drive,.Lower Templestowe, 
Nictoria, 3107. -(Victoria). 


Dr. G.H.S. Hooper, Dept. of Entomology , University of 
‘Queensland, St« Lucia, Queensland, 4067. (Overseas). 


Mr. A.M, Lucas, Eric Information Analysis Center for Science 
and Mathematics Education, The Ohio State University, 1460 
West Lane Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43210, U.S.A. (S. Australie). 


Professor P.W. Miles, Head, Dept. of Zoology, University of 
Zambia, Lusaka, Zambia (S. Australia), 


Mrs. G.B. Monteith (née Curtis), C/- Division of Entomology, 
CSIRO, Private Bag No. 3, Indooroopilly. Queensland, 4068 
(A.C. T.). 


Dr. R.J. Tatchell, U.S. Naval Medical Research Unit No. 3, 
C/- Spanish Embassy, American Interests Section, Cairo, 
Egypt. U.A.R. (Queensland). 


Mr. W.E. Wright, Tropical Fruit Research Station, N.S.W. 
Department of Agriculture, Alstonville, N.S.W. 2477 (N.S.W.). 


JQINT SESSIONS WITH SEUTTON HM OF ANZAAS 


The Convenor of the 4 AGM, Dr. K.L.S. Harley, has arranged 
that two symposia to be held during the 43rd ANZAAS Congress in 
Brisbane will be co-sponsored by the Society. The symposia will be 
held during the morning and afternoon sessions of the first day of the 
~ Congress, Monday May 24, 1971. 


"Insecticides in Perspective" Convenor: Prof. D.S. Kettle. 
Speakers: Prof. F, Fenner, Dr. M. Bengston, Dr. D.F. Waterhouse, 
Prof. J.M, Thomson, Dr. P.W. Geier. 


"Biological Control" Convenor: Dr. K.L.S. Harley. 
Speakers: Dr. G.L. Rothschild, Dr. G.H.S. Hooper, Dr. M.J. Whitten, 
Dr. R.D. Hughes. 


ROUR TE onnk ow! GENERAL MEETING 


CHANGE OF VENUE 


All members should have  recetved a circular advising them 
that the 4 AGM will now be held at the Pacific Hotel, Southport, not 
at the Broadbeach Hotel as stated in the August News "Bulletin. The 
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change was necessitated by a booking error made by the management 
of the Broadbeach Hotel: however, it is pleasing to report that 
the Manager has made a donation of $50.00 to the Organizing 
Committee to compensate for the additional cost of sending a 
special circular to all members. 


Please assist the Organizing Committee by returning your 
"Tentative Advice of Attendance" form not later than the end of 
November. 


MEMBERSHIP OF ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 


Due-to other commitments, Mr. H.A. Standfast has had to 
step down as Convenor of the Committee, and Dr. K.L.S. Harley has 
been appointed in his stead. Other members of the Committee are 
now: Dr. M. Bengston (Secretary), Mr. B.H. Kay (Treasurer), 

Dr. E.M. Exley, Mr. K. Ferguson, Prof. D.S. Kettle, Dr. E.N. Marks, 
Dr. J. Nolan, Mr. H.A. Standfast, and Dr. R.H. Wharton. Arrangements 
for the displays of photographs and apparatus will be made by 

Dr. G.W. Saunders. 


HONORARY MEMBER: DR. J. We EVANS 


John Evans was one of several involved in the establishment 
of the Society, and is well known for his many-.and varied 
contributions to Australian entomology since 1926. His fields 
of study in CSIR (now CSIRO), the Waite Agricultural Research Institute 
and the Tasmanian Department of Agriculture centred on the biological 
control and ecology.of insect pests. 


From 1944 to 1949, John Evans worked as Senior Entomologist 
with the Imperial (now Commonwealth) Institute of Entomology in London. 
During this period he was able to give his attention almost entirely 
to the taxonomy of Homoptera, especially the Cicadellidae. He then 
joined the U.K. Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, where he 
directed the scientific activities of a large staff of field 
entomologists, and other workers concerned with the control of insect 
and vertebrate pests. From 1954 until his retirement in 1965, he was 
Director of the Australian Museum in Sydney, an office he held with 
great distinction. 


John Evans is now actively engaged in a continuation of 
his studies on the Cicadellidae and other Homoptera, a field in which 
he is a world authority. 


A more extensive biography of John Evans can be found in 
Australian Entomological Society News Bulletin Vol. 2, Part 1, 
February 1966. 
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ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND 


Activities since the last report include the following: 
14th September: Dr. M. Bengston of the Entomology Laboratory, 
Department of Primary Industries, Indooroopilly, discussed "The 
Mite Problem in Agriculture". 


12th October: Professor W.C. Mitchell, Associate Director of the 
College of Tropical Agriculture, University of Hawaii, spoke on 
"Entomology Programmes at the University of Hawaii". He is at 
present in Nambour working with officers of the Department of 
Primary Industries on insect pests associated with Macadamia. 

Most of the delegates to the Commonwealth and States Entomology 
Committee meeting in Brisbane on 13th October were at this meeting, 
and society members were appreciative of the opportunity to speak 
with them during supper afterwards. 


Weekend 17th-18th October: A collecting trip to Cooloola was 
organised by the Society. Seventeen people participated and 
thoroughly enjoyed the camp. Useful collections of insects were 
made in heath, wallum and rainforest areas, and these will be’ 
exhibited at the December meeting. This trip was a direct result 

of the challenge to the Society to take an active role in 
conservation issues. The insects collected, when combined with those 
taken on longer trips by staff of the Queensland Museum, will present 
@ picture of some of the insects at Cooloola, an area of lively 
conservation concern in Queensland at the moment. 


MEETINGS OF BRANCH MEMBERS 


WESTERN AUSTRALTA 


Dr. R.D. Hughes visited Western Australia in August to 
survey the bushfly situation. He held a seminar on bushflies at 
CSIRO Headquarters, Wembley on 14th August. The meeting was well 
attended and the audience was keenly interested in the topic. 

Mr. Murray Wallace from CSIRO introduced Dr. Hughes. 


Mr. Paul Ferrar was also in Western Australia during 
August and had informal talks with entomologists on dung beetles. 
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VISITORS TO FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND 


7 


Zand August: Dr. Fred McDonald, University of Sydney, passed through 
Cairns on @ collecting trip. 


29th September: Mr. and Mrs. Allan Ey, of Ayr, paid a short visit 
to Cairns while on a collecting trip to the Tully and Babinda areas. 


14th October: Mr. and Mrs, Rod Parrott, of Canada, took off for Lae, 
New Guinea after "log chopping" in the Cairns district for the past 
fifteen months. This type of collecting tends to be severe on both 
the landscape and breeding grounds for many species of other insects. 


DEPARTMENTAL NEWS 
PEEPLES EL LL LLDPS 


MONASH UNIVERSITY 


Dr. G. Ettershank of the Zoology Department, Monash 
University, will be leaving on 8th December taking 12 months 
sabbatical leave to study in the U.S.A. under a grant from the 
National Science Foundation. 


His time will be divided between the Texas Technical 
University and the New Mexico State University where he will study 
food chain relationships of desert harvester ants as part of the 
I.B.P. Desert Biome Section. 


UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 


The following post-graduate students gained degrees in the 
past 6 months in the Department of Entomology, University of 
Queensland: 


Terry F. Houston, Ph.D. with thesis entitled "The Systematics 
and Biology of Australian Hyleaeine Bees (Hymenoptera: 
Colletidae)", 


Ian Cook, M.Sc. with thesis entitled: "Chemosterilization of 
Plutella xyloetella L." 


Stephen Atuahene, M.Agr.Sc., with thesis entitled: 
"Susceptibility to, and metabolism of, certain insecticides 
by Austrodacus cucumis (French) and Strumeta tryont 
(Froggatt) (Diptera:Tephritidae)." 
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A DISCUSSLON OF THE PUBLICATION 
EFF FSFE LFF PRESP EEL LPLLPLPPE PLIES 


"Cacti Naturalised in Australia’! 


Editon's Note: It has been several times stated (e.g.5 Vol. 5, p.4) 
that this News. Bulletin is open for comment and discussion on 
topics of controversial interest. 


Comments on the above publication were received from a 
member, Mr. A.P. Dodd, and as these appeared controversial, they 
were referred to the author, Mr. J. Mann, for reply. Some matters 
dealt with, such as staff appointments, were inappropriate to this 
Bulletin, so I. asked two members to edit the contributions in the 
form of a direct discussion. In doing so they have added some 
comments of their own under the attribution "xyz". 


The following publications are referred to in this 
discussion:- 


1. DODD, A.P..(1940).. The Biological Campaign against Prickly 
} Pear... pp». 1-177, plus 1 p. colour, 36 pp black and white 
illustrations, 1 map in colour (Brisbane: Commonwealth 
Prickly Pear: Board). Out of print. 


2. MANN, J, (1970). Cacti-Naturalised in Australia and their 
Control. pp. i-viii, 1-128, including 12 pp colour, 22 pp 
black and white illustrations, plus 2 maps in colour 
(Brisbane: Department of Lands, Queensland). Available 
from Department of Lands, George Street, Brisbane 4000 
price $3.00, post free. 


DODD; In his introduction Mann (1970) points out that Dodd (1940) 
is now out of print, and that Mann (1970) "re-writes, updates and 
largely quotes the former Bulletin". Despite the high quality 
of some aspects of Mann (1970), especially the excellent colour 
plates and black and white illustrations, the classic biological 
control story has not been dealt with adequately; no clear 
picture is presented of the results achieved by Cactoblastie 
cactorum, nor does the new work in general update Dodd (1940). 


Among my criticisms of its shortcomings are: 


(a) no description of the progress of destruction by C. cactorwn 
and of the vast areas reclaimed from dense prickly pear. 
Mann's account finishes at the point of mass distribution of 
the insect, 


TO, 


XYZ: 
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(b) no mention of the re-settling and developing of the 
millions of areas of re-won land, including the opening 
up of the great tracts of brigalow, Acacia harpophylla, 
by the Queensland Lands Department. 


(c) no reference of any kind concerning the continued control 
exercised by C. cactorwn since 1940 and of the present 
balance between the plant and its enemy. Assessment of 
its survival and of its role in maintaining control under 
ecological conditions very different from those of the 
original environment, i.e., from brigalow scrub and 
Eucalyptus savannah forest to virtually treeless grazing 
and agricultural land, should have been of special 
importance. 


(d) the Harrisia cactus problem that has developed in certain 
districts in North Queensland since 1940 is discussed 
quite briefly; no mention is made of @& survey by Mr. Mann 
himself of possible biological control agents in its 
native habitat, Argentina and Paraguay. 


The book was produced at the request of the Department of 
Lands and a definite charter was given regarding its contents. 
it was no part of that charter to describe the re-settlement and 
development. of the reclaimed land since this has been covered by 
official reports. It was to be a review of the Commonwealth 
Prickly Pear Board's work and that of associated bodies, to put 
into historical sequence the action of the Government and 
individual responsibilities, and to produce a publication for 
information of field officers regarding the work of that Board 
(which operated 1920-1939) and give a guide to the identification 
of the introduced Cacti. 3 


The Harrisia cactus problem was not to be a part of this 
work since this had been covered in outline in a previous 
publication by myself. 


It is unfortunate that the Department of Lands did not 
introduce Mann (1970) with an explicit statement on the 
charter for producing it. Lacking this, the preface statement 
that Mann (1970) "rewrites, updates and largely quotes" Dodd 
(1940) is likely to mislead readers unfamiliar with the latter 
publication (which is a comprehensive scientific report) since 
it implies a much fuller coverage of its contents than is given, 
though there are, as indicated, lengthy quotations from it. The 
statement that Mann (1970) updates Dodd (1940) will likewise 
lead those familiar with the latter publication to look for 
discussions of Dodd's points (a) - (c). 


In view of Mann's statement above, Dodd's points (a) - (d) 
are criticisms of the charter given to the author. Discussion of 


News 


DODD: 


DODD: 


MANN: 


XYZ: 
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these points would have added considerably to the interest 
and usefulness of the book for those who do not have 
access to official reports. 


On page 53 it is stated that A.P. Dodd went from the 
United States to South America "to again investigate 
Cactoblastis cactorum'., The fact is that this insect was 
not mentioned in Dodd's instructions which had two other 
objectives. Although cactorwn had been found in 1914 in the 
Botanic Gardens at La Plata, Argentina, by Dr. T. Harvey 
Johnston and Mr. Henry Tryon of the Queensland Prickly Pear 
Travelling Commission, it was not located by W.B. Alexander 
of the Commonwealth Prickly Pear Board during several months' 
investigations in the Argentine in 1920-21. Thus, the 
re-finding of cactorwn and its despatch to Australia proved 
to be an unforeseen bonus from Dodd's South American visit. 


Mr, Alexander was in South America from December 1920 to 
3rd May 1921. He there concentrated on the Cactoblastis that 
he found and brought some back to Australia. These were not 
C, eactorum. Complete credit is given to A.P. Dodd that he 
readily found C. cactorwn (he was accompanied by the 
Argentine entomologist E.E. Blanchard). 


A minor criticism is the incomplete bibliography; this 
may be due to an intention to list only those publications 
referred to in the text. Between 1926 and 1940 at least nine 
papers in scientific journals as well as four bulletins dealt 
with the Board's work; two only are listed. A much later paper 
was published in 1959 in "Biogeography and Ecology in Australia"; 
this is omitted, nor is it mentioned anywhere in the publication. 


This is not a bibliography, just a reference to the works 
quoted. A complete bibliography is given in Mann (1969). The 
Cactus-feeding Insects and Mites. Bull. U.S. natn. Mus. 256.) 
There are dozens of small papers about the prickly pear work by 
various authors. 


This discussion has not brought out that Mann (1970) does 
fulfil the charter stated above by Mann. Part I deals with 
"Early History and Legislative Action". Part II lists "The 
Cacti Naturalised in Australia", giving origin, description and 
occurrence in Australia of the nine pest species ("occurrence" 
includes distribution records and an indication of areas where 
there was once heavy infestation), and brief notes on twenty 
less important species. The accompanying "Map showing main 
prickly pear areas of Queensland and New South Wales” is a 
reproduction of the map in Dodd (1940); its date and source are 
not indicated on it. Twenty-six species of cacti are illustrated, 
19 in colour, 11 in black and white. | 


fe. 
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Part III, "The Cactus-feeding Insects Introduced into Australia" 
lists 44 insects and two mites and traces the history of each 
introduction. In most cases the history of species successfully 
released is not taken beyond 1939. Prickly pear infestations by 
ll species are illustrated, four in colour, 10 in black and white. 
This part also contains sections on temperature effects, diseases, 
predators and parasites of insects, on host testing, and on 
insects supplied to other countries. 


Part IV deals briefly with "The Diseases of Prickly Pear and Their 
Association with Insects". 


There is no index but a detailed list of contents. 


The second map, dated 1969, shows "Main prickly-pear territory 
in Queensland and northern New South Wales" and "Present 
Harrisia cactus infestations". 


This is a clearly set out handbook containing direct quotes of 
much published information not now readily available elsewhere, 
and much new information. It is printed on glossy paper, and 
very well illustrated and bound in hard covers. Its usefulness 
beyond Australia will be limited, and Dodd's criticisms (a) - 

(b) draw attention to the importance, internationally as well as 
nationally, of publishing an assessment of the progress since 
1939 and present status of cactus control in Australia. 


ARE AUSTRALIAN INSECTS ADAPTED TO BUSH FIRES? 


Bush fires are generally considered to have been for long part 


of the Australian scene and many Australian plants are fire-adapted 
(though I do not recall seeing any discussion on the time period over 


which they have developed such adaptations). It would seem reasonable 
that some of our insects also might have developed adaptations to aid 


their survival in bush fires. 


In the hope that members may be willing to pool relevant 
information in this News Bulletin, I record the rather superficial 
observations which prompted this train of thought. 


When small logs are picked up in the paddock (at Camp 
Mountain near Brisbane) and within a few hours placed end-on in an 
indoor open fire, various unidentified species of ants escape from 
them by running to the end of the log furthest from the fire and 
thence to the floor, 


Recently a stump which had rotted below ground was pulled 
out and later put base-first into the fire. A large number of ants 
(Camponotus sp.) emerged from holes in the base, but instead of 
retreating along the stump, they clung with their mandibles in rows 
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on the side of the base that was away from the flames, and there they 
remained until scorched to death. 

This picadiesteed. ‘thet, got for ents living within a log 
that caught fire, the most Likely way to! survival would be by 
running away from the heat and leaving the log, for ants living below 
ground, as Camponotus usually do, it would be safer to remain at 
the side of the nest furthest from the heat. Perhaps this | 
distinctive behaviour of Camponotus is an adaptation to bush fires. 
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Department of Entomology 
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COLLECTING AUSTRALIAN BUTTERFLIES by Dorothy Deger and 
Ron Eden, Horwitz Publications; 120: colour illustrations; 
50 pp. text. Price $1.60. 


Both the price and the simple,cleariy! written, and.--<-. 
accurate descriptions make this book a most helpful guide for the 
amateur or beginner.»,Excelient quality: colour reproductions 
assist in identifications, ;and are-complete with up-to-date 
nomenclature. It deals very briefly with many aspects of the life of 
a butterfly, as well as describingyvand illustrating 120 Australian 
species. 


Today there are many fine publications dealing with 
entomology, but many.ane in.e fairly.high price range. This book 
is readily available in price to anybody, and has not lost the 
stamp of quality through being so. 

In view of the increasing need to understand, value, and 
in particular to protect our native fauna and flora, and to encourage 
as many people as possible to be interested in them, this small book 
is an excellent contribution. 


Jean Harslett 
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OF THE AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


4 


HANDBOOK NO. 1 


"Methods of Collection and Preservation of Insects" 


‘ 


by 
K.R. Norris 
CSIRO Division of Entomology 
This Handbook is indispensable for all, 
whether amateur, professional or student, 
who collect insects. | 
hO-pp. Price: $A1.Q0 
MISCELLANEOUS: PUBLICATION NO. 1 
"The Entomology of Citrus in New South Wales" 
(W.W. Froggatt Memorial Lecture) 
‘ . 
by 
P.C. Hely 


N.S.W. Department of Agriculture 


20 pp. Price: $A1.00 
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